Settlers of Markland

Update of Icelandic Settlements in Nova Scotia and names of the Icelandic people who lived and worked in the
province in the latter part of the nineteenth century, based on the following:

Surveys made by Jon Régnvaldsson in 1878 and 1879
Articles from the annual Almanak produced by Olafur S. Thorgeirsson
The History of New Iceland written by Thorleifur Jackson
Articles from the annual Timarit
Notes compiled by the author J6hann Magnus Bjarnason
Research papers by Donald Gislason, Borga Jakobson and J. Marshall Burgess

The provincial government built 19 homes, a schoolhouse and a teacherage in the Mooseland Hills. The settlers gave
each home a name, following Icelandic tradition. These homes were all built during 1875-1877. In all, there were 30

homes in the Mooseland Hills, but numbers 20 to 30 were built by the incoming settlers themselves, then each given their
own name like the others.

Survey conducted in February, 1878 by Jon Rognvaldsson, (See # 13, Engihli®) with a few added notes to offer some
information on the lives of these people after they left N.S.

1. Sélheimar (Lot 34) Sunhome

Sigurjon Svanlaugsson, 1844-1928, b. Kolgerdi, Hofddahverfi, byngeyarsysla, Iceland, m. Elisabet Gudmundsdottir
1850-1925, b. Vadbrekka, Hrafnkelsdal, N. Mulasysla, Iceland. They left from Arnérsstédum, Jokuldals and Hlidarhreppi,
N-Mulasysla on the ship Hjalmar to go to Nova Scotia, arriving November of 1875.

Children:
Elzabet, b. 1874, Arnérstodum, Iceland.
Porbjorg, b. 1877, Markland, N.S.
Guoéran Sélveig, b. 27 Jul 1879, Markland, N.S.

The family moved to Minneota, Minnesota in 1881 and their lot was sold to William Keith. Many years later they moved to
Gardar, N.D. Their daughter bPorbjérg was a schoolteacher in Gardar.

2. Greenavatn (Lot 35) Greenwater - One of the most beautiful homesteads, formerly known as “Rider’s Hill”

Gudbrandur Erlendsson, 1845-1934, Kirkjubdlsseli, Stodvarsfj, S. Mulasysla, Iceland, m. Ingibjorg Havardsdottir,
1852-1923, Gauksstodum, Jokuldal, N. Mulasysla, Iceland. They left Iceland on the ship Hjalmar, arriving in Markland,
October 1875

Children:
Anna, b. 1872
Gudny, b. 1873
Hallfridur, b. 1874, m. Tryggvi Dinusson, Svold, N.D.
Havaréur, b. 1877, Markland, N.S., lived near Hallson, N.D.
Helga, b. 1879, Markland, N.S., m. Einar Snaedal, Cheyenne Wells, Colorado.
Gudny Stefania, b. N.D, m. Einar Asmundsson
Palina Sophia, b. N.D. m. J6én Axdal; she was a nurse.
Pétur, the youngest, b. N.D. studied at the University of North Dakota.

With them in Nova Scotia was Helga Erlendsdéttir, sister of Gudbrandur. Her daughter Jénina, whose father stayed in
Iceland, was born end of October 1875. The family moved to Hallson, Pembina County, North Dakota in July, 1881.

Their lot was deeded to David Higgins.

They were loved and respected by all who knew them. Gudbrandur lived for a while with his daughter, Hallfridur, and her
husband, Tryggvi. Havardur’s children, Guébrandur and Sigridur were teachers.
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3. Stadvartunga (Lot 33) Homestead Point

Sigurdur Jonsson, 1845-1915, from Bardarstédum, Hunapingi, Iceland, m. Sigridur Dyrleif Brynjolfsdéttir, 1850-1909,
Tyrfingstédum, Skagafjordur, Iceland. They travelled to Kinmount, Ont. in 1874 on the ship St. Patrick. They were in
Nova Scotia in May, 1875 and arrived at Markland, N.S. in August, 1875.

Children:
Brynjolfur, b. Sep 1875, Markland, N.S. (First Icelandic child born in Nova Scotia)
Pérarinn William, b. Sep 1878, Markland, N.S.
Sigurdur Jéhann, b. Mountain, N.D.
Skapti, b. Mountain, N.D.

The family moved to Hallson, N.D. in 1881, and later to Mountain, N.D.

4. Stadur (Lot 31) Homeplace

Stefan Brynjolfsson, b. 1839, Gilsbakka, Skagafjoréur, Iceland, m.1 Gudrun Guémundsdéttir, travelled to Kinmount in
1874 on the St. Patrick and to N.S. in 1875. Daughter Sigridur d.1875 of measles and her mother, Gudrun, died soon
after that in Markland, N.S. With the family was their foster daughter, Valgerdur Kristjansdéttir, 1858-1893, m. Magnus
Magnusson Melsted. They sold their lot in 1881 and moved to North Dakota and then Oregon.

m.2 Helga Erlendsdéttir, 1850-1918, sister to Gudbrandur Erlendsson, of Graenavatn. Helga’s daughter, Jonina Jons-
doéttir, m. a man of Scottish descent in Oregon, and had 2 married daughters there. Stefan, Helga, and Jonina moved to
Portland, Oregon. Erlina Stefansdoéttir, was born there. She also married a man of Scottish descent in Oregon.

5. Hléskogar (Lot 29) Forest Lee

Sigurdur Jén Jéhannesson, 1841-1923, b. Marbzeli, Oslandshlid, Skagafjdrdur, Iceland, m. Gudrin Gudmundsdottir,
1839-1911, b. Manaskali, Hunapingi, Iceland. Travelled on the ship Queen in 1873 first to Kinmount then to Nova Scotia,
arriving in Markland in November 1875.

Children:
Ingibjorg, b. 1862-1925
Gréa, b. 1864, m. Skapti Brynjolfsson
Elizabet, b. 1874, Wasago, Ontario, m. Albert Jonsson, Consul in Winnipeg.
Haraldur, b. 1879, Markland, N.S., died young.

By 1881, all except the two oldest daughters appeared on the census for Nova Scotia. The family moved to Winnipeg in
1881. (A water mill was built between this lot and the next one in Markland.)

6. Bdlstadarhlio (Lot 30) Homeside

Magnus Brynjoélfsson 1828-1919, m. Elizabet Sigriour Klemensdoéttir 1838-1925. They left from Bélstadshlid in 1875
but it is unknown on which ship they travelled. They came first to Kinmount, ON and arrived in Markland October of
1875. Magnus and Elizabet with their children, except for Josias (see below), moved from N.S. to Duluth, Minnesota,
then to Pembina, N.D. and finally to Helena, Montana. They are on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia but the family name
shows as “Brineo." Their daughters, unmarried, died young.

Their children:
Ingibjorg Klementina, b. 1864
Sigridur, b. 1866
Klemens Brynjolfur, b. 1874
Stefan Jonas Victor, b. 1878, Markland, N.S.

His son with Gudrin Gudmundsdottir:

Jésias Magnusson, b. 1854, Alfgeirsvéllum, Skagafjérdur, Iceland (worked as a miner). He appears on the
1881 census for Nova Scotia and he moved to North Dakota after the family did.
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With this family was Elizabet’s sister: Ingibjorg Guérin Klemensdoéttir, a widow b. 1833.
Her two children:

Kristjana Margrét Gudmundsdottir, b. 1863, married an Englishman in Halifax, and later lived in
us.

Jénas Steinn Gudmundsson, b. 1865, died young.
This family does not appear on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia.

7. Vatnsdalur (Lot 27) Water Vale, near the Beaver Dam

Brynjolfur Brynjolfsson, 1829-1917, from Skeggstadir in Hiunavatnssysla, m. bérunn Olafsdéttir, 1829-1892. He was
a brother of Stefan (Lot 31) and Magnus (Lot 30) Brynjolfsson.

They travelled on the St. Patrick in1874, first arriving in Kinmount and then on to N. S. in May 1875. They arrived at
Markland in August, 1875.
With them were:
His daughter, Sigridur Dyrleif Brynjolfsdoéttir 1848-1909, wife of Sigurdur Jonsson, Stadartunga, Markland.
Poérunn’s mother, Sigridur Hinriksdaéttir, b. 1800.

Their children:
Olafur Bjérn 1855-1921
Jonas Benedikt 1858
Skapti Brynjolfur 1860-1914, m. Groa Sigurdardottir, see Lot # 5
Bjorn Stefan 1864-1920, a lawyer
Magnus 1866-1910
Sigridur 1871-1918, m. Kristjan Indridason, Mountain, N.D.

They are on the census for Nova Scotia in 1881. Later that year they moved to Manitoba and to Mountain, ND in 1882.
In 1893, all were in the Red River Valley. Brynjélfur was a much respected community leader in Markland. This distin-
guished family gave early leadership to the St. Patrick passengers and the Markland settlement. One son, Skafti, was
the first Icelandic-American senator (1891-1893). Another, Bjérn, was the chairman of the North Dakota Democratic
Committee. A third son, Magnus, was North Dakota’s State Attorney from 1898-1910.

8. Vindheeli (Lot 28) Windhaven

Gudmundur Guémundsson Laxdal, b. 1844 from Ytra Tungukot in Hinavatnssysla, m. Sigridur Guémundsdéttir, b.
1841. Travelled on the St. Patrick, 1874. This family first settled in Kinmount, where a son was born. In May of 1875
they were working in Washago, Ontario. Moved to Nova Scotia later that year, arriving at Markland in August, 1875.

Children:
Margrét Gudrun, b. 1865
Jonas Sigurdur, b. 1867
Gudmundur Halldér, b. 1870
Robert Klemens, b. 1875
Frimann Jéhann, b. 1879 at Markland

They appear on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia. The family moved to Duluth, Minnesota in 1881 and remained there.

9. Vatnshlio (Lot 13 and 17) Lakeside

Bjarni Sélvason, b. 1838, from Mikligardur in Skagafjardarsysla, m. Kristin Jéhannsdoéttir, b 1837. They travelled on
the St. Patrick, 1874. This family initially settled in Kinmount, where two children died. By May 1875 they were in Nova
Scotia, arriving at Markland in October 1875. A daughter died of measles shortly after arriving in Nova Scotia.

Children:
Maria, b. 1863, m. a man named Smith, Westlynne, Manitoba
Gudrun, b. 1869
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Ingibjérg Margrét, b. 1878, in Markland
Sdlvi, died before they reached Markland, about 10 years old

The family appears on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia with two surviving children. The family reconveyed Lot 13 back to
the crown in 1882 and sold Lot 17 to John Smith in May 1882. Family moved to Westlynne, Manitoba, near Emerson.
They were among the last four families to leave Nova Scotia.

10. Hvammur (Lot 16) Hollow
Joéhann Bjarnason, 1834 -1879, m. Herdis Hoskuldsdottir, 1832 -1914.

Sons:
borvaldur Ari Johannsson, b. 1856, m. Johanna Ahrens

Gudvardur, b. 1862, m. Josephine Ahrens (Josefina Josefsdéttir Ahrens)
Joéhann, m. Valgerdur Fridriksdottir

They left from Tumabrekka in Skagafjardarsysla and travelled on the St. Patrick in 1874. The family settled first in Kin-
mount, Ontario. In May 1875 they were working in Millbrook, Ontario and left for Nova Scotia soon after. They apparently
lived in Lockeport until October 1877, when they arrived in Markland. A young son (Arni) does not appear on the 1878
census and likely died in Nova Scotia before their arrival in Markland. Jéhann Bjarnason died suddenly in Markland in
1879, shortly after completing a beautiful house. Hvammur was a large home, often used for gatherings.

After J6hann died, Herdis m. Olafur borvaldsson. She was his 2nd wife. The family returned to Lockeport in Sep-
tember 1880, where son borvaldur (Walter) worked as a shoemaker. They are in the 1881 census for Nova Scotia in
Lockeport. The family successfully petitioned for a crown grant for lot 16 in September 1881. The lot was sold in April
1882. Herdis, her son Gudvardur and his wife Josephine and perhaps borvaldur, left for Winnipeg around this time. In
1885, Gudvardur was in the 90th Winnipeg Rifles during the Northwest Rebellion.

Jon Gunnarsson and Palina Jonsdéttir stayed briefly at Hvammur. They separated and Jén, a fisherman, lived alone
near Hnausa, MB, and died in 1930.

11. Laufis (Lot 12) Leafridge

Hannes Joénsson, b. 1834 (age 44 in 1878), m. Sigridur Hannesdéttir, widow, 1834-1905 (age 44 in 1878)
With them were:

Ingibjorg M. Sigurdardéttir, b. 1861 (age 17 in 1878) (Sigridur’s daughter with Sigurdur Sigurdsson)

Bjorg Hannesdéttir, b. 1868 (age 10 in 1878)

Hannes Hannesson, age 8.
Travelled on the St. Patrick, 1874. The family first settled in Kinmount, Ontario. They were in Nova Scotia by May 1875
and arrived at Markland in October 1875. They are all in the 1881 census for Nova Scotia except for an older daughter.
The family moved to Argyle, Manitoba and more children were born there.

12. Laufskégar (Lot 10) Leaf woods

Pétur Jonsson Hillman, 1854-1926, left from HAli in Skagafjardarsysla 1874, lived with his cousin/ sister-in-law Ol6f
Kjartansdéttir 1843-1937, who also left Iceland in 1874 but from Gardakot in Skagafjardarsysla. (She was a sister to
Gudmundur Kjartansson of Lot 11),
With them were his niece, Maria Rognvaldsdéttir, b. 1870, daughter of Pétur’s brother Régnvaldur (who died in 1870).
Children:

Régnvaldur Pétursson, b. 1873, later lived near Mouse River, N.D.

Una, b. 1876 at Lockeport, was fostered by Einar Hnappdal and his wife, Halla, died young

Jon, b. 1878 at Markland, grew up in N.D. Died young.

Sigurdur, son of Einar Jonsson Hnappdal

Travelled on the St. Patrick, 1874. The family first settled in Kinmount, Ontario. By March 1875 they were working in
Millbrook, Ontario. They moved to Nova Scotia in July 1875 and took land in Markland in November 1875. They spent
the winter in Lockeport, in 1876 they began to farm their Markland property, where Jén was born in 1878. Pétur’s mother
in law, Maria Régnvaldsdéttir 1815-1905, who left Gardakot in Skagafjardarsysla on the Verona in 1876, joined them in
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November 1877. Pétur worked in different places, including Halifax, Montreal and Portland, Maine. Pétur left for Win-
nipeg in 1881, having deeded the property to OI6f.

Son Jén, born in Markland, does not appear in the 1881 census for Nova Scotia.

Una, born in Lockeport, is renamed Annie and was fostered by Einar Jonsson Hnappdal b. 1829, at Fljétsbrekka (Lot 2),
Markland.

An older son, Rognvaldur, is renamed Walter and was fostered with Pétur Hansen on Hjardarholt. OIlof petitioned for a
crown grant in May 1881. In 1885 Pétur Hillman married Valgerdur, a widow, at Akra, Pembina, N.D. and they had 7 chil-
dren.

Ol16f Kjartansdéttir married Halldér borgilsson. Their son was Fridrik Theodor.

13. Engihlio (Bjarkavellir) (Lot 9) Meadowside

Jon Jonsson Hillman, 1848-1929, and his father, Jon Régnvaldsson Hillman, 1807-1886 (see Timarit Vol. V11, 1925)
left HAli, Skagafjardarsysla on the St. Patrick in 1874, settling initially in Kinmount, Ontario November of 1874. These
were the brother and father to Pétur Hillman of Lot 10. With the encouragement of J6hannes Arngrimsson, who was act-
ing as Immigration Agent for the government of Nova Scotia, Jon Hillman accompanied Konrad Egilsson and Johann
Straumfjord to examine the area for settlement opportunities. It was on this trip that Jon Jénsson began to call himself
Jon Hillman (originating from Holi, his farm in Iceland, which means "hill" in English). Jén became ill and he was not able
to explore as he had hoped. Furthermore, it was wintertime by the time this delegation arrived in Nova Scotia, so it was
difficult to see what soil conditions were like. In the summer of 1875, Jon and his father, along with most of the other Ice-
landic immigrants who were in Kinmount, moved to N.S, arriving in Markland in October, 1875. J6n Rognvaldsson Hill-
man did the census of Markland in February 1878 and again in February 1879. Jén took a lot of land in Markland but, for
the next two or three years worked at the Tangier gold mine and in other places in N.S. He married twice: m1 Johanna
Hafsteinsdottir, 1855 - 1884 October 11, 1879 from Fljétshlid (Lot 8)
Her daughter:

Sigridur Anna, m. Andrés Gudmundsson. She died young.

m2 Elizabet Katrin Jonsdoéttir
Her son: Jon

Their children: Magnus and Elizabet

They appear on the 1881 Nova Scotia census where J6éhanna Hafsteinnsdottir is known as H. Ellen Hillman. In May 1882
Jon Jonsson, with his family and father, moved to Pembina, North Dakota. They were among the last four families to
leave. He is mentioned in Johann Magnus Bjarnason’s short stories, Errand Boy in the Mooseland Hills, translated by
Borga Jakobson (published by Formac, 2001 pg. 70.).

14. Fljétshlido (Lot 8) Riverside

Hafsteinn Skulason, b. 1828, left from Hraun in Skagafjardarsysla, m. Sigridur Porbergsdottir, b 1822. Travelled on
the St. Patrick, 1874. The family first settled in Kinmount, Ontario.

Children:
Johanna Hafsteindéttir, m. Jon Jénsson Hillman See # 13
Hallfridur Magnusdéttir, foster daughter, b 1866, m Poérarinn Gudémundsson

It is possible that Hafsteinn’s mother, Jéhanna Jésefsdéttir, is one of the two elderly women to die in Kinmount, as her
arrival in Markland is not mentioned and she does not appear on the 1878 Nova Scotia census. In May 1875, Hafsteinn
and his foster daughter, Hallfridur Minerva Magnusdéttir, were in Nova Scotia and his daughter was in Lutterworth Town-
ship, Ontario. They all arrived in Markland in October 1875, when Hafsteinn’s wife, Sigridur borkelsdéttir, who had just
arrived from Saevarland, Skagafjardarsysla on an unnamed ship, joined them. In 1879, their daughter married Joén Hill-
man from the neighbouring farm. They are in the 1881 census for Nova Scotia. In May 1882, the family moved to North
Dakota. They were among the last four families to leave Markland. Hallfridur and Pérarinn moved to Markerville, then
Red Deer, Alberta and finally to Elfros, Saskatchewan. Sigridur borbergsdéttir was with her daughter, Hallfridur, for her
last years and died in Red Deer.
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15. Hlidarhus (Lot 6) Hillside House

Bjarni Andrésson, (1832 -1899), m. Kristbjorg Magnusdéttir, (1831-1893). They left from Fljétsbakki in S. Mulasysla
1875.

Children:

Seven children died at an early age in Iceland

Jéhann Magnus Bjarnason, 1866 -1945, m. Gudrun Hjorleifsdéttir Bjdrnsson

Anna Malfridur Bjarnadéttir, 1874-1895, m. Bogi Sigurgeirsson, Hecla, MB but died after a fall when travelling on
horseback.
The family arrived in Markland in December, 1875. Their house was built on a hill known as “White Birch Hill” and was
sometimes referred to as Hvitbirkiskot, which means literally “White Birch Cottage”. They appear on the 1881 census for
Nova Scotia. They were the last family to leave Markland. The family moved to Manitoba in 1882, and settled in Point
Douglas, Winnipeg, quite near the Louise Bridge. Kristbjorg operated a boarding house there from 1882 until her death in
1893. Bjarni worked on the CPR tracks until he was injured in the summer of 1883. Kristbjorg was much loved by many
friends, and Jon Régnvaldsson described her as a very intelligent woman and well informed. Her son, J6hann Magnus,
was a very popular teacher and author of several novels, including ‘Errand Boy in the Mooseland Hills * and ‘The Young
Icelander * ( translated by Borga Jakobson) as well as short stories and articles. The daughter, Malfridur, was an excel-
lent teacher.

Jon Einarsson Dalsted, b. about 1857, stayed with the family at Hlidarhus in Markland during the winter of 1878-1879.
He married a daughter of Asmundur Porsteinsson. He was the captain of a steamship on Lake Winnipeg and drowned in
1899.

16. Fagrahlio (Lot 5) Fairside

Bjorn Sigvaldason (Walterson) 1852-1932, Austaraland in N. Pingeyjarsysla m. Kristin Hansdéttir, 1846-1913. Trav-
elled on the St. Patrick, 1874. The family first settled in Kinmount, Ontario where their daughter died. In the spring of
1875 they were working in Millbrook, Ontario. They arrived in Markland in October 1875. The family appears on the
Nova Scotia census for 1881. In 1881 the family moved to Argyle, Manitoba.
Their son:

Hannes Bjornson, born in Markland in 1877

Bjorn’s nephew Joésep Sigvaldason (Walterson) stayed for a while at Fagrahlid, m. Ingibjorg Sigurdardéttir (Lot 11
Laufas). They moved to Winnipeg, then Gardar, N.D. Jo6sep later was a member of the government of N.D, bingmadur
(MP). Their daughter, Valgerdur, born in Manitoba, m. Lindal bPorsteinsson, Winnipeg.

17. Brautarholt (Lot 4) Roadhill

Joéhannes Gudmundsson, 1838-1917, left from Stapabud in Gullbringusysla, m Sélveig Jonsdéttir, 1837-1910. Trav-
elled on the Corinthian, out of Glasgow, arriving in Quebec on August 17, 1874 with his wife and four children. They ar-
rived in Markland, likely from Ontario, in October 1875. A daughter was born in Markland in 1876. A teen-aged daughter
died in Markland in 1881. The family does not appear on the 1881 Nova Scotia census and may have left for Winnipeg
by then.

Children:
Sigridur Johannesdéttir, 1865 - 1881
Joveig, b. 1866
Oddny, b. 1869
Jonina, b. 1872
Engmey, b. 1876 at Markland
Johannes was a particularly enterprising and hardworking man. The family moved to Lunenburg, Boston, North Dakota,
“New Iceland”, and eventually the west coast. After J6hannes Gudmundsson left, he was followed by:
Jon Eiriksson, 1841-1920 m. Gudny Magnusdoéttir , b 1841

Children:
Magnus b. 1865 m. Ingibjérg Jonsdattir, settled in Selkirk
* Gudrun Snjolaug, b. 1867
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Gudny, b. 1876

Sveinbjorn, b. 1878
Elinborg Erlendsdottir, b.1854, travelled with Jon Eiriksson, Gudny and family when they settled near Winnipeg Beach.
Elinborg worked in Musquodoboit and in Winnipeg.

*Guodrun Snjolaug Jonsdéttir was remarried to Herman (Gudmundur) Hermansson. Snjolaug shows surname as
“Eiriksson” on marriage record for daughter Wildora.

Their children:
Résa Hermanson, well known singer
Anna, 2nd wife of Rev. Johann Sélmundson
Mrs. Bjorg isfeld, Winnipeg.
Wildora, m. Jén Jonsson Austman, brother of Dr. Kristjan Austman
Guony, m. Oddur Guttormson, brother to Rev. Guttormur Guttormson, Minneota, Minnesota
Asta Hermanson, Winnipeg, well known violinist
Sons; Magnus, William, Alexander and Jén. Cousin to J.M.B. author

18. Bruarland (Lot 3)Bridgeland

Jon Samundsson 1830 -1918, left from Hraunkoti in Kleifahreppi and Vigdis Emilia borkelsdéttir 1842 — 1925, Nes in
S. bingeyjarsysla. Vigdis and her daughter buridur, travelled on the St. Patrick, 1874. Jén is not listed on the passenger
list.

Children:

buridur, b. 1871

Sigurlég, b. 1877, in Markland

Ason b. 1881 in Markland
Jon Saemundsson arrived in Markland in October 1875, where Vigdis Emilia joined him with her daughter, buridur Holm-
fridur Porkelsdéttir. They had settled for a time in Ontario, believed to be in Kinmount before coming to Markland. A
daughter and son were born in Markland in 1877 and 1881. Their farm was sold to Isaac Prest in August 1881 and they
left for Winnipeg.
With the family at Brdarland, was Gudrun Ahrens, from Reykjavik and her daughter, Josephine (Jésefina). Gudrun
married a German Canadian, lived in Dartmouth, and died there.
Her daughters:

Jésefina Josefsdéttir Ahrens, b. 1862, m. Gudvardur Jéhannsson, died in Winnipeg.

Joéhanna Ahrens, b. 1858, came from Iceland later than her mother in 1880 and married shoemaker borvaldur

Johannsson.

19. Eljotsbrekka (Lot 2) Riverslope

Einar Jonsson Hnappdal, 1829-1906, Svarfholl in Hnappadalssysla, self-taught veterinarian, m. Halla Jénsdottir 1816-
1885, Laxarbakki in Hnappadalssysla, the village poetess, wrote a newsletter, Baegarvisur, in verse.

Einar travelled on the St. Patrick, 1874, settling first in Kinmount, Ontario. In the spring of 1875 he was on land in Lutter-
worth Township. Soon after he left for Nova Scotia, arriving in Markland in October, 1875. In 1876, his wife Halla and
their three adult children, who had left Laxarbakki in Hnappadalssysla for Halifax, aboard the Verona, joined him. They
appear on the 1881 Nova Scotia census with five-year-old Annie (likely Una Pétursdéttir Hillman from “Laufskdgar”). In
August 1881 the Markland property was sold and the family moved to Winnipeg.

Children:
Sigridur B. Einarsson, b. 1857
Jon Einarsson, b. 1858
Gudjona Einarsdottir, b. 1859 .
Ingiridur, arrived 1877, m. Snaebjérn Olafson, Hallson N.D.

Einar Hnappdal later moved to Markerville, AB (See Timarit, 1925)
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The rest of the houses in Markland were built by the settlers themselves.

The survey was prepared by Jon Régnvaldsson in 1879, ages are based on that date. As before, additional information
has been added when available.

20. Robbshiis or Os (Lot 8) Robb’s House

Hans C. Robb, b. 1832, formerly a merchant in Reykjavik, m. Résa Eliasdéttir, b. 1833
Robb, a businessman, left Reykjavik in 1878 with his wife, three children and a domestic, Margrét Arnadéttir. They ar-
rived in Markland in Sept. 1878, where H. C. Robb built a fine house and yard on or near the land belonging to Gud-
mundur Laxdal (lot 8), where he opened a store. He soon realized that this was not the proper spot for an elderly mer-
chant and sold his business to Erlendur Hoskuldsson, who arrived in 1879. The Robbs moved to Halifax, then to Tangier
in Nova Scotia, and finally to New York.
Children:

James Elias, b. 1861

Anna Margrét Jarprudur, b. 1866, but died young

Carl Ole, b. 1869 or 1870

In 1879, Hans Robb sold his cottage to Erlendur Héskuldsson, who renamed it Os. Robb moved to Halifax, then to Tangi-
er, and finally to New York, where he died. Rdsa continued to live in New York with her sons.

Margrét Arnadéttir who came with the family from Iceland, later worked for families in Musquodoboit.

Erlendur Hoskuldsson, 1845-1928, S. Mulasysla, m. Guélaug Stefansdéttir, 1835-1919, S. Mulasysla. Erlendur
changed the name of the home to Os.

Children:

Thoérunn, b. Iceland, 1874, married John Ryan, had one son. She died at an early age at East Green Harbour,
NS.

Sigridur Nikolena, b. Iceland, 1878 married James Marshall Burgess, had 7 children. Lived at Port L'Hebert,
Queens County, NS

Lewis Churchill b. 1882, Lockeport, NS. married Sarah MacKay had 9 children, lived in Lockeport, NS

The family moved from Markland to Lockeport in 1881. They settled in East Green Harbour, a fishing community which is
about 2 miles west of the town of Lockeport. Gudbjérg was described as a gentle lady, quiet in her daily conduct. Erlen-
dur was a fine carpenter, and specialized in making coffins. He built up a good business in Lockeport, building houses
and barns for other families in the area. This family was one of the few who remained in Nova Scotia after most left to go
to western Canada or the U.S. around 1882.

__ Wilsonshus (the teacherage or teacher’s house) The school was located about 200 fathoms to the east.

Alexander Wilson, m. Sarah Wilson

The Wilsons arrived in Halifax from Britain in 1875. In the spring of 1876, Alexander was hired as a teacher for the Ice-
landic settlement of Markland. The N.S. government built a good, roomy house for him and his family. They moved into
their new home in midsummer 1876. Mr. Wilson was a big man, impressive in appearance. He was fair-haired, and he
had a big beard. He was well educated, particularly in the field of English literature. He had a fine library in his home and
he was happy to lend his books to students or others who wanted to read. He was an unusual man, perhaps a little ec-
centric, but an exemplary teacher. He carried out his work with enthusiasm and energy. He was a disciplinarian and he
expected a lot of his students. As a person, he was respected for his integrity and good will. In turn, he held the Icelandic
settlers in high regard and wished them well. Sarah Wilson was a fine, good hearted woman, raised in England and well
educated.

Children: John, Mary, Sarah, Alexander and William were all born in England. Two children were born in Markland. The
family remained there for a few years after the Icelandic people left. Two more children were born elsewhere in Nova
Scotia. Mr. Wilson corresponded with Johann Magnus Bjarnason. In 1887, he wrote that the four older children were
already settled in England and the parents were about to leave Canada with the five younger children.

21. Lundur (Grove)

Jon Gislason (Borgfjérd), b. 1840, m. Oddrin Samuelsdéttir, b. 1841. They travelled on the Cumbrae, arriving at
Markland in 1878. Jon was a carpenter by trade. He and his wife moved to Halifax in 1879 and lived there until they
died.
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Children:
Arni Einar Jénsson b. 1866.
Two children were left in Iceland and another son was born in Halifax

Sigfuas Bjarnason, b. 1836-1919, m. Helga Gunnlaugsdéttir, 1844-1930. Sigfus and Helga moved directly from Iceland
to Markland in midsummer 1879 and took over Lundur, the house that had been occupied by Jén and Oddrudn.

Children:
Bjarni, b. 1866, died young in N.D.
Benedikt bérarinn, 1869-1937, died in Elfros, Saskatchewan
Sigurlaug, b. 1871
Bjorg, b. 1873
Ingibjoérg, b. 1876
Gudlaug, b. 1878
Sigurdur, b. 1879 in Markland, died in Elfros, Saskatchewan

All moved to Lockeport in 1881 and Pembina County, N.D. in 1882.
Luadvik, b. 1884 in N.D., later settled in Blaine, Washington
Halldér, b. 1888 in N.D.

All daughters married, location undetermined. Sigfus and Helga later moved to Elfros, Saskatchewan
22. Hlio (Lundarbrekka) Hillside

Brynjoélfur Gunnlaugsson 1847-1914, m. Halldéra Sigvaldadoéttir, b. 1856 ( she was the sister to Bjérn Walterson from

“Fagrahlid”). They left from Hoskuldsstadasel, Breiddalshreppi, S. Mulasysla in 1878. The family arrived first in Quebec
City on 1 August 1878 aboard the Osborne. Later boarded the Waldensian and reached Markland (via Halifax) in August
1878. This property was next to that of Sigfus Bjarnason and is said to be located on the "next height west of the school
property". In 1881, all the family, except Vilborg (see below), are in the Nova Scotia census.

Children:
Sigvaldi Brynjélfsson, b 1876, settled in Argyle.
Brynjolfur Brynjolfsson, b 1878, died in Markland.
More children were born after the family moved to Winnipeg in 1882. They settled near Baldur, MB.

Brynjdlfur's sister, Vilborg Gunnlaugsdoéttir, b. 1849, was married, died in 1929. She left from Porgrimsstadir in S. Mu-
lasysla also on the Osborne in 1878 and is with this family in Markland.
Child: Guény Sigurbjoérg Einarsdottir, b. June 10, 1887 in the Akra Valley, N Dakota, d. 08/08/1954.

23. Arnes (Lot 18) Riverness

Olafur borsteinsson, 1831-1910, m. Elin Stefansdéttir, 1836-1923. Left from Tunga in bingvallahreppur in 1877 for
Markland, died in Pembina, N.D.
Children:
Eyolfur Olafsson (twin of Porsteinn), b. 1859. Eyélfur was unmarried.
Porsteinn Olafsson (twin of Eyolfur), b. 1859.
Gudran Olafsdéttir, b. 1869
Stefania Kristin Olafsdéttir, b. 1877, m. Rev. Jénas Sigurdsson
Jorunn Olafsdéttir, m. Arnljotur Olson
Niece and nephew (children of Olafur’s brother borsteinn):
Sigridur borsteinsdéttir, b. 1862, m. Porter Taylor, lived and raised a family in Chaswood, near Markland.
Porgils borsteinsson/ Oliver, b. 1872, was married and lived in Lundar, MB.

Olafur went first to Lockeport, was a good carpenter and a smith. They had a big house. Olafur and Elin settled in North
Dakota and prospered there.

Olafur’s sister:
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Snjéfridur borsteinsdéttir, d. 1909, N.D.

Olafur Porsteinsson was a blacksmith and a carpenter. He arrived in Nova Scotia in 1877. He spent the winter in Locke-
port. In 1878, his wife, five children, sister, niece and nephew left from Iceland aboard the Cumbrae. They all arrived in
Markland in August of 1878. It is indicated that his property was east towards the Tangier River, east of the schoolhouse.
He was a prosperous man who built a fine house. The family appears on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia. In August
1881, Olafur bPorsteinsson’s petition for a Crown Grant was granted and they moved to Pembina, North Dakota.

Larus Frimann bérdarson, b. 29 January 1843. Left from Reykjavik, travelled on the ship Cumbrae, arriving in Markland
August 1878. Larus lived for a while at Arnes. He was a big man, said to have the strength of a giant. He went to work
as a farmer in Smithfield, Colchester County, NS. There he met widow with 3 small children, Mary Jane Gourley (nee
Pratt). They married August 18, 1879 and he changed his hame to Larus Freeman. They later had two more children
whose descendants still live in NS. Larus is buried at Pine Grove Cemetery, Colchester County, NS.

24. Austurhlio (Lot 19) East Hillside

Halldér Halldérsson (Armann), b. 1849, m. Margrét Eyolfsdéttir, b. 1853. They left from Stéri Hals in bingvallahrep-
pur, travelled aboard the Cumbrae, coming first to Lockeport and then Markland, August, 1878. Seselja Grimsdéttir, b.
1846, travelled with Halldor and Margrét. Einar Einarsson (Myrdal), b. 1852, m. Anna Sveinsdottir. They left in 1878
from Hvoll in Dyrholahreppur, also aboard the Cumbrae, and joined this household. Halldor’s property was adjacent to
Arnes (Lot 18). He built an exceptionally fine house. Einar Einarsson and Sesselja Grimsdéttir do not appear on the
1881 census for Nova Scotia. The Halldérsson family moved to Winnipeg and in 1884 to Gardar, North Dakota. Their
children were born there.

25. Ljésavatn (Lot 25) Light Lake (East toward the Tangier River)

Olafur Olafss,on Fellsted, 1847-1902, m. Helga Gudmundsdéttir, b. 1852. They left from Vestra Midfelli in Borgarf-
jardarsysla. Olafur arrived in NS in 1876. He lived in Lockeport until 1878. His future wife and son left from Hvitarvellir in
Borgarfjardarsysla in 1878 aboard the Cumbrae. They joined him in Lockeport before arriving at Markland in August
1878. They were married on 13 October 1879 at the home of Olafur Porsteinsson. They had a daughter in Markland in
1879. Olafur does not appear on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia although his wife and children do. They moved from
Halifax, NS to Winnipeg, MB and then to Vestfold, MB. More children were born after they left N.S.

Children: .
Olafur Olafsson Fellsted (probably born at Hvitarvéllum, Iceland)
Gudrun, b.1879 at Markland, NS

26.

Bjorn Olafsson Fellsted, b.1850 - d.1930 at Betel, Gimli, MB, m. Gudran Jénsdéttir 1850-1904. Left from Nybae,
Strandahreppi, Borgarfjardarsysla and travelled on the Cumbrae, arriving in Markland August, 1878. Joined his brother
Olafur who was living on Ljoésavatn (Lot 25).

Children:

Gudny Bjornsdéttir, b. 1875, m. Pérdur Jonsson, a goldsmith

borsteinn Bjérnsson, b. 1878, m. Hélmfridur Olafsdottir
They had 9 children but only 3 reached adulthood. The family does not appear on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia.
They moved from Winnipeg to Saskatchewan and then to Big Point, MB

27.

Jéhann Jéhannsson, b. 1854, m. Valgerdur Fridriksdéttir, b. 1856. Left from Akureyri in Eyjafjardarsysla, travelled
aboard the Osborne 1878. Living with them for a while were: Jén Gunnarsson, age 23, (1856-1930) and his wife Palina
Joénsdéttir, age 21, b.1858. They left Kjarni in Eyjafjardarsysla and travelled aboard the Osborne in 1878. These cou-
ples are in Markland in August 1878, but they are not on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia. Both moved to Winnipeg. Joén
and Palina separated. Joén worked as a fisherman, near Hnausa, MB. (See #10 Hvammur)
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28. Baldurshagi (Baldur’s Field)

Gudmundur Kjartansson, b. 1858, m. Valgerdur Jénsdéttir, b. 1856. They left Keta in Skagafjardarsysla and travelled
aboard the St. Patrick 1874, first settling in Kinmount, Ontario where their child died. In the spring of 1875 they were em-
ployed near Lindsay, Ontario. The family moved to Lockeport, Nova Scotia in 1876. In 1878 they arrived in Markland.
This property was adjacent to that of Pétur Hillman (lot 10). Valgerdur was working as hired help, likely in Musquodoboit,
but she mysteriously disappeared. Gudmundur searched for her in Halifax, Boston and Milwaukee. Around 1881 he
moved to Milwaukee. They do not appear on the 1881 Nova Scotia census. Gudmundur left a remarkable collection of
books and handwritten manuscripts.

29. Hjardarholt (Herd Hill )

Pétur Hanssen, b.1849, m. Gudlaug Jonsdéttir b.1852 (later known as Laura Hansen). They left from bvera, Hallardal
in Hanavatnssysla and travelled on the Verona in 1876, first settling in Lockeport, NS.

Children:

Jon Agust, died young

Ingibjorg
In 1878 they moved to Markland, near “Baldurshagi.” They are in the 1881 Nova Scotia census where they appear to be
caring for young Régnvaldur Pétursson, named Walter Hillman, and the elderly Maria Régnvaldsdéttir, known as
Catherine Mary, from "Laufskégar". They moved to Hallson, North Dakota and then Blaine, Washington.

30. Arbakki (Riverbank)

Jon ivarsson, 1829-1897. Jén is the father-in-law of Pétur Hanssen (Hjardarholt). He left bvera, Hallardal in Huna-
vatnssysla and travelled aboard the St. Patrick in 1874, first settling in Kinmount, Ontario. In the spring of 1875 he was
employed in Millbrook, Ontario. He went to Lockeport, Nova Scotia that year and in 1878 arrived in Markland. He took
property on the shores of the Tangier River, immediately east of J6hann Bjarnason (Lot 16).

Children of Jén ivarsson - 2 of his daughters came to Canada:

Jonina, who remained in Lockeport
Gudlaug, m. Pétur Hanssen (See # 30, Hjardarholt)

In 1879 Jén ivarsson took as his common-law-wife his house keeper Helga Magnusdéttir, 1830-1913, who arrived in
1879 from Ormarsstadur in N-Mulasysla. Helga was J6hann Magnus Bjarnason’s aunt, a sister of Kristbjorg Magnus-
doéttir. She was an expert in weaving and she wove and taught weaving to a Scottish woman in Musquodoboit. After she
moved to Manitoba, she lived for a while in Winnipeg Beach. She died in Winnipeg 1913.

They appear on the 1881 Nova Scotia census, where Jon ivarsson is known as John Irving and Helga Magnusdoéttir is

known as Helga Jonsson. Jén lvarsson built a large and remarkable seg/skip (sailing ship). Likely in 1881, they moved to
Winnipeg

F hile. the followi | at Arbakki

Jon Einarsson Dalsted, left from Pingnes in Borgarfjardarsysla and travelled on the Cumbrae in 1878, later married a
daughter of Asmundur borsteinsson.

Larus Frimann bérdarson, (See 23 Arnes (Lot 18) Riverness)

Rafn Gudmundsson (Nordal) 1850-1938, left form Akranes and travelled on the Cumbrae in 1878. Stayed at times at
Arnes (Lot 18), moved to Winnipeg, was married, lived in Argyle, MB and later in Leslie, SK.

Josef Sigvaldason, m. Ingibjorg Sigurdardéttir. They left from Jorvik in S-Mulasysla, travelled on the Osborne, 1878.

Later moved to Gardar, ND. At one time he was a member of "Pingmadur” in the North Dakota government. (See #16,
Fagrahlid ). He took the name of Walter and in North Dakota he was known as Josef Walter.

Page 11



Settlers of Markland

Others who lived and worked in Nova Scotia for a short time before moving on to other places:

Konrad Egilsson, b. 1851 Laxamyri, unmarried, travelled on the Emma in 1873. He went first to Kinmount, Ontario but
was in Nova Scotia in 1878. He travelled to Nova Scotia with J6hann Straumfjord and Jén Jénsson to view the area
which was later known as Markland. This was in response to the offer made to the Icelandic immigrants by Johannes
Arngrimsson on behalf of the government of Nova Scotia. He does not seem to have taken a lot in the area, rather he
worked as a miner. He apparently worked in gold mines in Nova Scotia and copper mines in Newfoundland. He is not on
the 1881 Nova Scotia census. When he left in 1882, he went to Winnipeg and perhaps to Colorado. Supposed to have
disappeared in America. He is mentioned by Gudbrandur Erlendsson, in his book Markland, p.103

Oddur Jénsson, left from Hjardarholt in Myrasysla and arrived in 1875, ship unknown. He went to Washington Island,
Lake Michigan, the Klondike and other places, finally settling at "New Iceland” on Lake Winnipeg, where he died in 1930.
He was a brother to Valgerdur Jonsdottir, wife of Stefan Sigurdson, merchant at Hnausa, MB. He is not on the 1881 cen-
sus for Nova Scotia.

Asgrimur Gudmundsson Westdal, 1845-1931. Left from Hakonarstadir in N-Mulasysla, came to N.S. with Gudbrandur
Erlendsson in 1875 travelling on the ship Hjalmar. He arrived in Markland with the Erlendsson family and worked on
farms in the Musquodoboit Valley. He moved to Oakfield, N.S., then to Minneota, Minn, m. Gudny, daughter of Runolfur
Jonsson. Her mother was Margrét Bjarnadéttir, d. 1931, half-sister to Andrés Bjarnason. Children were born after they
moved to the U.S. He is not on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia but the family, including 4 children, do show on the 1885
census for Minneota.

Gudmundur Guémundsson Nordmann, 1847- 1935. Buried with his 2 wives at Cypress River, MB. Left from Grjotnes
in N. bingeyjarsysla and travelled on the St. Patrick in 1874. Settled first in Kinmount, Ontario but in May of 1875 he was
in Nova Scotia. He worked with Captain Magnus Jonsson at shipbuilding after he first arrived, then returned to the Mark-
land area where he worked on building the road through the settlement. The foreman for that undertaking was an Eng-
lishman but the crew was made up from the settlers. Gudmundur was asked to share a tent with the foreman and to act
as an interpreter, he was also asked to make a list of the workmen and to keep track of their hours. (Wages were $1.00 a
day less the food allowance.) Next he went to Truro where he worked at digging out a big ditch. He took various other
jobs. Went to Lockeport in 1876 and from there left for Manitoba, first to Interlake, then to Argyle in 1881. He was among
the first to leave Markland and is not on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia.

Gudmundur was married twice: m. #1 Gudran Kristjansdéttir, b. 1850. She died in 1887 and is buried at Cypress Riv-
er, Manitoba.

Their children:
Sigurbjorg, age 11
Gudmundur Kristjan, age 7
Gudny Ingibjorg, age 5
Kristjan, age 3
Konrad, age 2

m. #2 Gudbjorg borsteinsdottir, 1853-1943 and is buried at Cypress River, MB.
Gudjon Joénsson, left from Bustarfelli, Vopnafjardarhreppur in N- Mulasysla, travelled on the ship Hjalmar. He arrived in
Markland with Gudbrandur Erlendsson in 1875. He was living in Oakfield, N.S., then moved to Manitoba, and Blaine, WA.

He is not on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia.

Magnus Joénsson, arrived from Akureyri, 1875. He was a ships captain and he worked with Gudmundur Guémunds-
son Nordmann at ship building.

Olafur Bjornsson, left from Vestarikrékar in S. bingeyjarsysla and travelled on the St. Patrick in 1874. Went first to Kin-
mount, ON and then worked as a lumberjack in N.S. before returning to Iceland. He is not on the 1881 census for Nova
Scaotia.

Sigurpall Gudlaugsson worked in the Caribou Gold Mines, Moose River, NS, then moved to Manitoba.
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Magnus Jéhannesson, b. 11 Dec 1839. He left from Akureyri and travelled on the St. Patrick, 1874. Magnus settled first
in Ontario but he was in Nova Scotia by 1875, where he was joined by his wife Malmfridur Baldvinsdéttir and son Mag-
nas, who arrived from Akureyri in 1875. Two children were born in Nova Scotia, in 1877 and 1880. They appear in Lock-
eport on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia where Magnus is registered as a fisherman and his son is listed as Walter.
They later moved to Duluth, Minnesota. (See families of Lockeport)

Jéhann Eliasson Straumfjord, 1840-1914, m. Kristbjorg Jonsdéttir, travelled to Kinmount, then to N.S. Jéhann
worked for Donald Archibald, M.L.A., doing carpentry. Moved to Manitoba, and settled at Engey, near Mikley, now known
as Hecla Island. There was a flood at Engey, Grunnavatnabyggdir, and the settlement there was abandoned.

Their children:
Jon, m. Ingibjérg Jénsdéttir Bjarnason, moved to Portland, Oregon
Johann, m. Bjorg Kristjansdéttir Johannesson, settled in Blaine, Washington
Kristjan, m. Karitas Bjarnadattir Guémundsson
Ragnheidur, m. Agust Magnusson (One son was the well-known scholar and teacher, Agnar Magnusson)
Asta, m. Ingimundur Sigurdsson, Lundar, Manitoba.

Hannes was an older man who came to Musquodoboit in 1875 after first going to Kinmount. (See Markland by Guébran-
dur Erlendsson). Hannes planned to return to Iceland but he died on the return journey.

Jésep Sigvaldason, left from Jorvik in S. Mulasysla, travelled on the Osborne in 1878.
Einar Einarsson (Myrdal), left Hvoll in Dyrhdlahreppur, V-Skaftafellssysla, travelled on the Cumbrae
in 1878. Itis not known if he took land in Markland and he did not stay long. He is not on the 1881 census for Nova Sco-

tia. Likely in 1881, he moved to Gardar, North Dakota.

Guorun Guodlaugsdéttir Ahrens, b. 6 Oct 1822, left from Reykjavik and was in Markland in 1878 at age 54 yrs. Ship
unknown. She does not show on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia. (See lot 18 )

Josefina Josefsdéttir Ahrens, b. 4 Apr 1862, left from Reykjavik, ship unknown, and was in Markland in 1878 at age 16

yrs. She arrived with her mother Gudran Guédlaugsdoéttir Ahrens but does not show on the 1881 census for Nova Scotia.
(See Lot 18)
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